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in France, commissioners to make a treaty.
Their efforts proved unsuccessful, and in 1794
the Spanish commissioner in the United States
gave notice that they were not acceptable per-
sonally, and that it "was hoped that some other
person would be appointed, with full powers,
to settle this treaty, and graced with such a
character as became the royalty to which he
was accredited." Washington then nominated
Thomas Pinckney, at that time minister in Lon-
don, as minister plenipotentiary in Spain. When
Pinckney arrived on the scene he was met with
the dilatory methods then characteristic of Span-
ish diplomacy, and finally he had to bring
matters to an issue by demanding his passports.
His determination so impressed the Spanish Gov-
ernment that it finally consented to a treaty,
October 27, 1795, which fixed the southern bound-
ary of the United States and opened the Mississippi
River to navigation. The boundary line was to
run east along the thirty-first parallel of latitude
from the Mississippi to the Appalachicola, thence
along the latter river to its junction with the Flint,
thence to the headwaters of the St. Mary's, and
along its course to the Atlantic Ocean. The free
navigation of the Mississippi was coupled with the